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The Green Pea Cron 


Green péas are esnecially neede:. during the war. The Denartment of 
Agriculture has set war goals for cenned green neas which are considerably 
greater than normal production and the War Production Board has asked pea 
Cenners to set aside large nercentages of their nacks for Government purchase. 
Green neas are a nutritious food, particularly high in thiamin, riboflavin 
and iron compared with other vegetables. 


Peas are nroduced commercially for fresh market, for canning, for quick 
freezing and for dry edible use. They are also grown es a forage and green— 
Manure crop and in home gardens for home use. They are adanted to many crop 


systems, being used as a nurse ceeD as an alternative to. summer fallow | 
for double cropping. ite ; Shin aes! 5 : Oe are 
Most farmers grow green peas for »rocessing (canning and quick freezing) 
under contract with a processor, agreeing to plant snecified acreages; the —— 
mrocessor in turn agrees to purchase the crop at. stipulated vrices with varia- 
tions for different grades of peas. The crop is vlanted early in the snring, 
and, in the Hast, harvesting is about completed by July. Harvesting is usually 
with a mowing machine compared with the hand picking necessary in harvesting 
fresh green peas. In the West, harvesting operations are generally with large 
tractor—driven cutting machines and automatic loaders.. The neas are either 
vined in the field or hauled to a nearby viner. (The viner shells the peas.) 
They are then graded, usually by a renresentative of the vrocessor. Yields — 
are largely denendent on the degree of maturity of the peas but quality is ~— 
lowered by over maturity, After vining onerations are comnleted, farmers 
usually have the ontion of nurchasing or having returned to them an amount of” 
vine silage equivalent to their delivery to the viner. eps sais 
Between 1918-23 and 1936-41 the production of green peas for processing 
increased 87 nercent and ‘the Piecenptnion for fresh market increased 810 percent, 
Prices fluctueted directly with changes in consumer pvurchasing power. They ; 
varied inversely with the sunply of fresh neas in narticular seasons and- 
directly with supplies of peas for processing. Increased sunmplies and the - 
lower costs resulting from the use of improved machinery and the deve eon as 
of low-cost aveas of production have tended to lower prices, but oxpanding 
demand has offset eee forces to a large a 


Aside from the war need for canned green neas, the upward production 
trend of the processing cron has been accelerated by the recent expansion - 
of the quick freezing industry. Of the total acreage for nrocessing in 1942; 
about 10 percent was used to grow green neas for quick freezing. (Table 1): 
Before 1930 nractically no peas were quick frozen. Pregervation ‘i cn ee 
and quick freezing has provided vear-round supplies of good auality peas at « 
fairly low-cost compared with the cost of prdducing fresh neas. Costs are 
low because processed wneas are harvested by machine, end are marketed. shelled, 
thereby reducing shipning end handling costs. Moreover, operations that 
utilize large scale machinery and reduce lebor needs are characteristic of 
mach of the vroduction. For the United States as a wnole, farm labor require— 
‘ments per acre are only about one-sixth of the requirements for the production 
of fresh neas, the requirements per bushel of shelled peas being about one- 
eighth less. Of the totel acreage of green peas, only about 20 vercent is 
used to grow peas for the fresh market, the remaining 80 percent being. used | 
to grow peas for processing. 1/ Although the production of fresh green peas 

/ 


1/ Although data on dry peas are not included in this report, the growing 
immortance of this crop during the war years may be noted. War needs caused” 
the Department of Agriculture to ask for a 73 nercent increase of acreage in’ 
1943 compared with 1941, In 1942, 479,000 acres were used to grow dry peas, 
most of the acreage being in Washington, Idaho, Montana, and Colorado. Fro- 
duction has increased in the last decade and a half, reaching a peak in 1942, 

The dried nea is a concentrated vroduct that is easily stored and shivped. ~ 

In some resnects it can be substituted for the green nea,. 
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: --Produeing Areas in the United States 
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Green peas are grown best on fertile, well drained loams in areas of = 
ool climate and abundant rainfall. They are grown in many States but chiefly — 
in Wisconsin, New York, Minnesota, Washington, Oregon, California, Colorado, ~ 
and Utah (figure 1).~ Six producing areas in the United States may be distin-— 
@uisned on the basis of similarities in conditions of nroduction and market— 
ing. 2/ These areas have been designated as: (1) Northeastern, (2) North 


Central, (3) Northwestern, (4) Intermountain, -(5) Southwestern, and (6) 
Southern, oe 


The Northeastern area extends from Maine to Virginia, westward to Ohio 
About 29 percent of the United States cron for nrocessing and about 10 percent 
of the fresh crop is grown there. Prodcuction igs greatest in New York and «. 
Meryland. Green neas for processing are grovm mainly in units of less than = 
10 acres on family—sized dairy farms. Market gardens near the large cities ~ © 
produce fresh peas. Sandy soils are used in the coastal producing sections 
while heavier soils are used in Maine and the interior, Pertpulazerm as applied | 
in aro quantities, narticulariy in the coastal sections. Yields of peas : 
for processing are higher than the United States average excent in New York — 
end Delavare whereas yields of fresh veas are lower than the United States 
average, The largest markets of the country are in this erea. and most..pro- 
duction is for local use. Farm prices of veas for processing are higher thar 
the average United States »nrice. Prices of fresh peas are high compared wit 


f we bower 
prices in other summer producing areas, chiefly because of yroximity to large 
merkets. foe Ce 


The North Central area extends westward from the Northeastern area 
throvgh Minnesota and Iowa, northward to the Creat Lakes and southward to 
Kentucky, It grows about one-half -of the United States cron of nrocessing 
neas. Centers of nroduction are in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Illinois. Most 
of the crop is grown on diversified dairy farms. Soils are heavy loams. 
Yields are generally below the United States average excent in Minnesota, 
Large merkets are relatively close but surplus supplies of processed peas are 
sold in distant areas. Farm prices are below the United States average price 


The Northwestern area includes producing sections in Washington, Oregon ky 
and Ideho. In recent vears, this area has expanded »roduction tremendously. 
In the chief section, around Walla Walla, the cron is grown on large-seale 
snecialized farms with much lebor-savinge machinery;. the peas are mostly 
rotated with wheat as an alternative to.summer fallow. In the western section 


2/ These area designations are confined largely to State boundaries. In 
Many cases, Cultural and other conditions. might warrant dividing a State so 


that each part is a section of a @ifferent area. The nature of available 
data makes this immracticeble, . : 
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however, the crop is grown on dairy farms. 
producing high vields. Production is mostly for proceso as : 
shipped to distant Markets. Farm prices are lower oe the average “U it 
States price. 


The Intermountain area includes the irrigated valleys of south central 
Colorado, north central Utah, and some minor sections in Montana and Wyoming. 
Relatively small acreages of peas are grown per farm, competing with feed 

crops. Peas are grown on silt loams and vields are high. In Colorado most ~ 
yroduction is for fresh shipment to eastern mariets but production in Utah at 
is mostly for processing. Transportation costs are high. In Colorado, farm 
prices sre relatively low for the processing crop and high for the fresh = 
the reverse being true in Utah. ae 


Southwestern production is concentrated in the coastal valleys and 
the Imperial Valley of California, with some production in Arizona and New 
luexico. Almost half of the United States fresh crop but only a very small _ 
pert or the processing crop is grown in this area. large acreages of fresh 
meas arc grown on specialized truck farms, particularly in the Imperial 
Valley. Soils are fertile silt loams which are mostly irrigeted. Yields 
vary according to the season of production. Production takes place the year 
pe the more southern sections vroducing winter crops. Although local 
markets are a rapidly, surplus fresh peas are shipped to large markets 
in all parts of the Nation. Farm prices are high for the fresh crop, but low — 


e* 


for the processing crop. . Yas 


The Southern area extends from mid-Texas to the Atlantic Coast, noe 
vard to the North Central and Northeastern areas and southward to the Mexican 
Gulf. Production is scattered but there is some concentration in the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley and in Palm Beach County, Florida. Soils are sandy and of 
low fertility and yields are low. Production is in the winter and spring 
and almost entirely for fresh shipment to northern markets. Farm prices are 
high in the southern sections but relatively low in the northern sections. — 


Production and price trends have varied considerably between these 
areas. Differences in conditions of yroduction and marketing have determined 
the direction and degree of change. The tables that follow indicate the ee 
trends for the different areas. The data have been compiled from renorts of — 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. They include trends of acreage, yield, 
production, farm price and value per acre, from 1918 to 1942. 
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